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Poldnevnik ie novidezen polkrog, ki povezuir

Mrein poldnevnikov ie zorodi rotociie Zernt
izredno pomembno pri doloi.oniu dqlumskr
posov no Zemlii.

Noi.plonet ie rozdelien no Z{ tosovnih p
vsok iirok I 5.
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Three men so drfferent, fiom such different times, who were involved

with such different pursutts, and who in one way or another can join you

today tn the geographical region connected to their lives and work.



BARAGA IN SLOVENIA

Baraga?

with his education, a tarnryer; by vocation,

and bishop; with his Slovenian

prayer above atl Soul's Pasture, one who enkin-

dted heartfelt piety among the Slovenian peopte; with
the pubtishing of a catechism and other religious books in
the 0ttowa and 0jibwe languages, an initiator of Indian lit-
eracy; with his ethnographic collection offered to the Land's

Museum in Ljubljana and through his monograph on North

American Indians, originally in German and translated into

French and Slovene, the originator of Slovenian ethnology of
foreign peoples; with his apostolic zeal, one of the most distin-
guished missionaries of the L9'h century; with the dedication of
his tife and his love for simple Christian believers, a Stovenian

candidate for sainthood.

Born on June 28, 1797, in the manor of Mata vas, which

belongs to the village KneZja vas. Baptized on June 29, in the

church of St. George in Dobrnic, which at that time belonged

to the patronage of the Stiina seigneury and before that to
Sticna monastery which was ctosed in 1784.

Frederic's father, John Baraga, an organist at the church

Stari trg near Loz,later became the caretaker of the castte

Belnek and then Mirna, where he came to know the Jencii

famity of Mala vas and, as a widower, married their onty

daughter, Katherine Jencii. When Frederic was 3 years old,

enterprising father bought the castle and seigneury of

and his uncle Ignatius, the castle Belnek near Moravie.

famities lived in close friendship, and the young Frederic

with his two sisters, Amalia, the elder, and Antonia, the

younger and born in Trebnje, regarded the castle Belnek

second home. Belnek, which was one of four castles in the

ley of Moravce, was burned down and destroyed during

l4lar II; only humble remains and a park give evidence of it
today.

In 1808, when Frederic was LL years old, his mother

The former assistant priest of Moravie, Megu5ur, who

the pastor of Golo, took him in and prepared him, his sister

Antonia, and other children for an entrance examination for

schools in Ljubtjana. Not far from Golo there is the wetl-

pilgrim church of Our Lady Queen of Peace in Kure5cek.

probabty the young Baraga also pilgrimed there.

In 1809, Frederic passed his examination for entrance into
gymnasium. He boarded at George Licht's, a bookseller in
Ljubljana, some meters down from the bishop's palace.

Frederic's father, who was an exceptional booklover, procured

books from him. During that time Frederic came into contact

\ dth the art of publishing and then also became enthusiastic

about writing and publishing books.
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the lyceum of Ljubljana, provided

Antonia, who was studyrng at the

year 1.826, he published

Admonition for the Holy

During Frederic's L5'h year, his father died. At that time, Dr.

George Dotinar, a professor of church history and church law at

for him and his sister

schoot in Ljubtjana.

Dolinar's home, today's DZS was only about

100 steps from Licht's. He not only board and room for
Frederic, but was also his

In L8L6, after Frederic finished and two years of

philosophy in Ljubtjana, he went where he studied

law at the University of Vienna. connected

the Dolinars in a special way

Dolinar's daughter Anna, two

dreaming about her as the future
be. During his studies, which he excetlence,

was especially interested in
painting - drawings in the two

his sister Amalia as wett as three oit
gift.

After having finished his ordinary studies

returned from Vienna, renounced his

his Trebnje seigneury to Joseph Gressel, the

ter Amalia, and entered the seminary of
the theotogical studies at the tyceum, in the

had earlier compteted gymansium. Two years

21,, 1,823, he was ordained a priest in the Cathedral

Ljubtjana. He gave his first homity at the Ljubtjana

Trnovo.

In 0ctob er 1,824, Baraga was named an assistant

catechism teacher for the parish of Smartin near

only spent a great deal of time hearing confessions

zeatous in his sermons, and in the quiet of his own

fervently wrote and transtated. For the occasion of
his first work, the smatt booklet
Year. It was also in Smartin

composed his first prayerbook, ,Soul's Pasture, which

in 1830. In the church of Smartin there is a painting

Atoysius, which it seems Baraga himself painted and

to them. Baraga's selfportrait, which is preserved in
Slovenian Museum of Religion at Sticna, is also from

od.

In May 1,828, Baraga was transferred to Metlika in
na. He did not complain, nor did his zeal abate. He

the church there was without a Way of the Cross and

immediatety ordered one to be made. Then, after
he himself hung it on the church watts amidst a

tion. He also renovated the main altar of St. Nicolas

both side altars. He continued to dedicate a great

time to writing and translating as also to reading

tion. Vtlhen in August 1829, a booklet on the

America came into his hands, his desire for the

matured. He then requested a release to go to

from the bishop.

than himself

Just before his departure to America, he

his friendship with

reveal his

of Trebnje", his

but was

room he
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of God, which could be calied the first Slovenian
"Smarnice" (a special lrlarian d,evotion durtng

the month of May). In the year 1832, his second

Marian book appeared stitl bearing his name as an

assistant priest in Metlika: a translation of

Liguori's Visiting Jesus Christ in the Most

and Saluting lilary the Most Pure

additional prayers from Baraga's Soul's

, he journeyed from America to Europe

find new missionaries and obtain increased

a missionary had atready

year, Franc Pirc, born in Kamnik and a dis-

Although Pirc was atready in his

about the missions upon reading

into Slovene by Janez

appeared in 1833

second votume, in

arrived in ljana Aprit 6, 1,837, together with an ethno-
gift to the Provinciat Museum. During his short

involved himsetf with the pubtication of his book

on the Four Last Things as well as with the book An Aid to
the Holy Rosary so ds to Please God and Mary by Michael

the former canon of the Chapter Church of Novo mesto, and for
Baraga wrote the Foreword. In returning to America, his sister

accompanied him. They took the first 14 paintings of Langus

them, Amalia later procuring stitt more.

1853, Baraga was ordained bishop for the bishop's seat of Sault

He needed more priests and financial support for his diocese

therefore journeyed once again to Europe. He reached Ljubtjana

?7 , 1854. Then, on February 1st, as described in his diary:

mass in Dobrnic. There said a prayer of thanksgiving at the

font for the infinitely great grace of my own regeneration on

29, 1797, at this baptismal font."
a missionary in America Baraga did not forget his Stovenian coun-

He edited three more Slovenian religious books: Meditations on

Last Ihings (1837) , Golden Apples (1,844), and Heavenly Flowers

In 1837, a Stovene translation of Baraga's book: Description of
and Manners of Indians in Midnight America was issued; it was

written in German and had a title picture of Pocahontas. The

printery in Ljubtjana printed a book by Baraga in 0jibwe enti-
Dibadjimowin (Stories of the Life of Jesus) in 1843

for the occasion of the 200-year anniversary of
birth, A Cathecism for Indians was published in
- tilt now, the onty translation of any of

in Indian into a European language. It

his rich collection on Baraga

Sticna.

Museum of Retigion at
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JANEZ VAJKARD VALVASON -

JOHN WEICHARD VALVASOR

of a noble

Slavic countries, he dedicated himself to
mathematics, cartography, ethnography, his-

tory and the arts. In 1678, he founded a

printery for copper engravings at his castle

Bogeniperk (Wagensperg) near Litija and

published many books, among them topogra-
phies of Carniola and Carinthia. Thanks to

his dissertation on the Cerknica lake he was

etected a member of the Engtish Royal Society on

December 1.4, 1.687.

In 1689, he pubtished his monumental work,

The Glory of the Duchy of Carniola (Die Ehre

des Hezogthums Kratn, 4 votumes,

3532 pages), in Niirnberg. In this
richty iltustrated publication,
Valvasor presents a descriptive pic-

ture of Carniota's character and sights,

topography, political and church systems,

and history. He speaks about its languages and

writers; especiatly important is his ethnographic char-

acterization of tife. His dedication to this work was in clear opposition
to the prevatent values of property, abundance and wealth. For his
Glory, in which he disptayed his expressed patriotism to the extreme, he

ptedged att his wealth - as payment for his work he had to selt all of his
property together with cotlections of antiques and his abundant tibrary,
which was exceptional in its size and contents (it was purchased by the
bishop of Zagreb in 1690).

He died in poverty on September 19, 1,693, in KrSko.
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JURIJ VEGA -

GEORGE VEGA

was born on March 23, 1754, at

Zagorica. You can reach it on one of

paths" Ieading from Moravie, Dot, SenoZeti or

From the Geometrical Center of Slovenia at Vace to
Vega's birthptace it is about 10 km and from Ljubljana to Zagorica,

about 20 km.

Vega teft Moravce and went to Ljubljana to enter the Jesuit gymnasi-

um in 1767 at the latest, when he was 13. Upon completing gymnasi-

um, he entered the lyceum, where his mathematics professor Joseph

Maffei financially supported him and at the same time inspired him to

study mathematics.

At the age of 21,, he became an Imperial Royal navigation engineer.

It was his idea to excavate the area between the Ljubljana Castle and

Gotovec and to build a canal through which water could flow out of the

town. The excavation of the canat was entrusted to the Jesuit Gabriel

Gruber, one of the most educated and creative persons working in
Ljubljana in the second hatf of the 18th century.

The tife path of the George Vega took him from shepherd to baron,

from soldier to lieutenant colonel, and from mathematics teacher to

scientist. He was accorded a place in the world history of science

through his work on logarithms, the most famous being Thesaurus loga-

rithmorum completus, his great bitingual book of logarithms to the

tenth decimal place pubtished in 1,794. Vega finished this work when on

the batttefietd of the Upper Rheinland. Through mathematics Vega also

entered the fields of ballistics, mechanics, astronomy, meteorology and

geodesy.
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TIC Trebnje
Baragov trg 1., 8210 Trebnje

1pen weekdays (exept Tuesday) fiom 8.00 to L5.

and on Saturday from 9.00 to L2.00

tel.: 30 44 717

e-mail: tic_trebnje@ sto. net

internet: wvrw. trebnj e. si
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