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Vas (German Village).
Pagan Slavs also left thetr mark They can be surmised from a group

of three hoty names. Simtlar such names are also knornrn from here and



there in the Stavic world" Thetr presence tn the Dolert'ska re$on is
established here for the flrst time. The toponlrms are the foliowing:
Ragac (Rogatec), Svett Vrh wtth the chrnch of lvtary, (Corer$[) Ivtokronog

wtth Sv. Peter. These are locatlttes where the gods of the sky, earttu flre
and water were worshipped.

VKAJSKI BK€G

'TraJK or 'Trajski breg" [s a dialectal dertvatton of the locative case

of the term "v raju' (meanlng 'tr heaven ). Paradlse, meaning heaven to
Christtans, betokened to pagans the land to where souls went after

deattu From the second half of the t9* century onwards, skeletal gfaves

were often discovered here during vartous excavattons, and in recent

ttmes prtmarity through dg$ng for sand. Furthermore, folk traditton
dMned of a wooden church of the flrst Christtans that was supposedty

situated somewhere hereabouts.

An archaeoIoglcal vtew of the remalns of
gremes alorg the slope beneath tt.
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A plan of the slte wlth dravvtngs of the dtscovered matertal frnd.





Alt the graves were sttuated along the eastem slope. None were
posttloned along the leveled top of the crest. However, there were a few
remains of a smalL round and wooden strucfure here. Traces of twetve
postholes were disclosed. That these are the remains of an exceedtngty

modest chrnctu as the legend clatms extsted, is entlrety possible.

This ts a ttme when the chrnch organizatlon wtth its educated priests

disintegrated, and onty the common people rematned. These people

aszumed the role formerty perfbrmed by the priests. From the vlewpoint
of the offidal churctu this 'mimicry' was unorthodox. Nevertheless, )ust
as the peopte were contented wtth the wooden hut tn place of a real
churctu they were also sattsfled with thetr unschooled and rural prlest,

who would chrlsten therru Towards the end of the B'n century the

Prarks and thetr allies mi[tarily enctoached upon Pannonta, and wdtten
sources cite that even here they came across tlltterate prlests.

Onty the norttrwestem edge of the nectopolis ts knoum today. The

rematnder of the site yet awatts tnvestigatton Excavatton along the

southem edge of the sand source revealed a grcup of tnhumatlon
graves, 15 of which were presewed and 5 burials that were devastated

or damaged. The rectangular grave ptts were orterfiated towards the

east of the autumn sun/ and &rg shallow tnto a foundatton of decaying

dolomltic sandstone. The g[aves tncorporated few yet characteristtc
grave-goods from the 6'n and 7* centurtes: two bronze earrtngs wtth
basket-shaped pendants, the bases of Late Artiquity gobtets that were
used secondarily for children s rattles, two tron bett buckles, eylindrtcal

and round beads of glass paste as well as camellan.

Anatysis of skeletal rematns of past populatlons can prove to be qutte

reveallng. lnteresttngty, a larger portton of the deceased was between

the ages of 30 and 4C., and no one surpassed the age of 60. This ts
perhaps a consequence of the htghty demandtrg tMng c{rcumstances at

the tlme; the obsenratlon that women transported heavy loads upon
thetr heads ts a frrther substanttatlon of this. One man suffered from
arthritts trr his younger years/ and poorty set bone frachres were also a

more frequent occurrence. At least two men were related to each other,

as is substanttated by their strnllar hooknoses. Another tndtcatlon of the

humble ctrcurnstances of the ttme ts that now women could only affiord

to wear one earrtng from a patr, as opposed to the otherwtse ctr,stomary

patr. Likewise/ even their necklaces were adomed wtth only a few select

parttcolored beads. Purchasing money was no more, and mercharts
probabty rarety bothered to travel to these remote areas. OnIy the

valuables from mother's chest still rematned, and even these eventualty

ran short

TH € CASTL€

The ptot of ground is very rxteve& reveallng numerous human
tntenrenttons. Wtth the modem geodettc techrflque of dtgltal recordtrtg,

the posstbility of tnvesttgating the surface of the site as an arttfact

seemed to almost volunteer itself. A computer image was created

depicttng a bird s eye vlew of the stte. IndMdual components of the stte

could thus be urtted tnto a more extenstve, composite plan Combtned

wtth the matertal goods discovered tn the fleld, a rough explanatton of
the site's formatton can be generated (1- prehtstorlc forttfrcattoru 2- l,ate
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A plan of the settlement rematns:

I - the prehtstorlc forttficatlon
2 - the Vlach settlement

3 - hW medteval settlement terraces
4 - the medteval castle and church
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ArchaeoIoglcal excavattons reveald remattw of a defense tower under
shrubbery, benath whtch were the rematns of a bumd platform and
stone cannot balls of the last defenders at the futtom,

parish to the monastery in Kostar$evlca. The Aguiletan patr:larch also
conflrmed this. ln 1780, the seat was transferred to the Sv. I(rlZ (Holly
Cross) church in the nearby Trebelno.

The chr,rch areal is composed of the chrnch of Sv. Peter and the
ossuary \Mtth the chapel of Sv. Ivtihael (St Dttchael), whlch was formerty
enclosed within the walls of the cemetery. The churctu wtth its
presewed Romanesque wlndow, dates to the 12*century. Three-Ieaved
wtndows are still preserved as well as the potnted, stone arch of the
portal These are attrlbuted to the Cothic style, as well aE a part of a
wall patnttng of the suffertng Christ alorrg the northem facade of the
nave. The threestded presbytery dates to the begnrflng of the 17*

century. The leveL wooden cethng in the nave \ras replaced with an
arched one during the second half of the 18" century. A bell tower was
buitt as an extenston to the westem fagade of the nave, as well as a
vestry to the northenr The chrnch accoukements are also from this
tfme. A small-scaled archaeologtcal excavatton along the northem side of
the church revealed 34 burlats. AII grave ptts were entlrety obtiterated,
or dtrg up, desptte the exceedlngty exact excavattons. Curlousty, the
earter and 'haditlonal ortentation of burials, that ts East-West, was



redirected to the later versioru 'with the legs towards the church'. The
oldest material gfave goods of the later phase, holy tcons and coins,
indtcate that tttis change occuned furing the begffirrg of the 16* centu-

ry. The cemetery was transfened to Trsbelno althe be$nning of the 18h

centrry. There are no rellabty datable elements dscovered from the ear-

lier phase of graves. However, tt can at least be establtshed as earller
than the southem wall of the church nave, whlch ts situated. atop one of
the grarres.

Atr ossuary dating to the l2"centrrry is sttuated on the steep slope
above the churctu The Romanesque rotunda has a low, seml-circular
apse along tts southeastem stde. Bones were kept tn the lower space;

they were revealed when the gfaves were tumed over. The vaulted
chapet of St. ltichael stands above.

Tharks to the noblemen of Svtbno from the nearbry Gorer$i lvlokronog
castle, the arch was enr-lched wm ftansrersat rlbs that lean upon the
cubic consoles with obliguety crfi sides between the years 1335 and
1372. The model for thts qpe of vaulttng lies in the partsh chr:rch in
Svibno.

The place name lvlokronog was initialty
app[ed to the castle and chrnch of Sv. Peter

at modem Gorer$i lvtokronog. The slqy

detty that also broryht ratn was
worshlpped here in the Early Slavtc
period" Hollows in the roclt whtch are
tnterpreted as the footprir$s of Cod, are

knovvn throughout the world.
Itraculous properttes are ascribed to
the water from these hollows. Ctrurches

were freguentty brIlt [r such places;

Sv. Peter is often identtfled as the
Christian egdvalent of the former s[<y

detty. The chnch of Sv. Peter at Comji lvtokronog is
also buitt on rock tt ts htghty like that srrch a water-filled footprirt-
shaped hollow was formerty presertt on thls rock The local population
may have egtrated this \ /ith traces of the god Ivtokronog fl,Vet Foot),
who provtded them wtth rafir and llfe.

Text:

Photographs:

Plans:

Ivtap:

C,eodesy:

Dtawings of mater{al ftnds:

hawfuU of fashion
Realisafioro
Translatton:

Pdntd by:
Rtb[shed bryz:

Uroi Bavec, Tomat Cnlob, ArdreJ PletersM

llroi Mvec
IvlateJa Belak

Topgafsl<a l<arta mertla l:25 OOO,

@ Gndetsl<a Wrava Republtke SloventJe,

1995. DovolJertJe za uprabo pdatkov
Cadetske uprave Republlke SloventJe:

it. 904ll-292/1999-2 z dne 06.12.99
Geotd d.o.o.

Andell<a Fortuna
Tamara Roroier l-avrti
Studto 5I"llma
Rachel Nov5ak" Phil l"tason

llarglnaltla d.o.o.

Tavd m varstvo l<tiltume ddtiilne
Novo mesto

Gorer$t l"loltonog, 2OOO
first prlnt


